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Nominations Sought for TAPR Board of Directors

	Tucson Amateur Packet Radio is incorporated in the State of Arizona
as a non-profit scientific and educational institution.  It is recognized
by the IRS as a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization for these same purposes.
TAPR is governed by a 9-member Board of Directors.  Each member of the
Board serves a three year term.  Every year three positions are up for
election.

	Board members are expected to attend two board meetings held in
conjunction with the Dayton Hamvention and the ARRL and TAPR Digital
Communications Conference.  They participate in the decision-making process
and provide guidance to the officers.  They receive no pay and must defray
most of their own expenses to attend meetings.  Board members should be
prepared to be active in the continuing Board deliberations, which are
conducted via the Internet.  Active participation in TAPR activities by
Board members is important to the furtherance of the objectives of TAPR.
The officers of TAPR are elected by the members of the Board at the annual
Board of Directors meeting.

	The current members of the Board of Directors and their expiration
dates of their terms are:
*	Greg Jones, WD5IVD	2000	President
*	John Koster, W9DDD	2000
*	Mel Whitten, K0PFX	2000
	John Ackermann, N8UR	2001	Vice President
	Jim Neely, WA5LHS	2001	Treasurer
	Barry McLarnon, VE3JF	2001
	Steve Bible, N7HPR	2002
	Steve Dimse, K4HG	2002
	Bob Hansen, N2GDE	2002	PSR Editor

	Nominations are now open for seats expiring in March 2000 (marked
with an asterisk).

	To place a person in nomination, please remember that he or she
must be a member of TAPR.  Confirm that the individual is willing to have
their name placed in nomination.  Send that person's name (or your own if
you wish to nominate yourself) along with your call and their call,
telephone numbers, mailing address, and Internet address.  The person
nominated should submit a short biographical sketch to be published along
with the ballot.

	Nominations and biographical sketches should be submitted to the
TAPR office no later than December 15th, 1999.

	Ballots will be mailed in January.  TAPR will again use an Internet
ballot in conjuction with a letter about the balloting.  Results will be
announced on March 30th, 1999.

	Responsibilities of a board member include:
1)  Attendance at both board meetings each year.
2)  Regular participation with the continuous session of the board
(currently held over the Internet).  Typically this requires a minimum of 3
hours a week, although sometimes much more is required during active board
discussions.
3)  Participation with TAPR projects as volunteered.  Board members, while
not required, are involved with various project management, ongoing
organization and/or supervision/liaison positions.  Active board
participation with various projects make many of the most important
projects and tasks possible.  Board members are expected to take an active
part in TAPR in some form.

	All nominated members will be placed on the ballot and the highest
vote receivers will be placed in the open board positions.  If elected, two
board meetings in 1998 will be held.  One will be during Dayton Hamvention
and the other during the ARRL and TAPR Digital Communications Conference.
All directors shall serve for a term of three years.
-----
Greg Jones, WD5IVD                 Austin, Texas
wd5ivd@tapr.org      http://www.tapr.org/~wd5ivd
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1999 ARRL and TAPR Digital Communications Conference
September 24-26, 1999
Phoenix, Arizona
Greg Jones, WD5IVD

Another grand Digital Communications Conference!  Special thanks go out to
the workers at MARC for hosting locally and to PRUG for being our
international co-host again.  Also, a very special thanks to Geoff Baehr,
N6LXA, Chief Network Officer of Sun Microsystems, for attending and giving
the dinner talk on Saturday.   Steve Stroh, N8GNJ, and Tina Stroh did an
excellent job in working the arrangements with the hotel in Phoenix once it
was selected.  Tina wasn't able to attend because they are in the midst of
adopting a child.  Congratualtions to Tina and Steve.  Sheila Bible was a
big help and will be working with Tina in the coming years to help
coordinate the conferences as I take a lesser role in the conference.  As
in the past, audio and photos from the conference will be available on the
TAPR web site (http://www.tapr.org/dcc).

Next year's DCC will be hosted in Orlando, FL.  The date of the conference
should be selected by the end of the year.

The conference started Friday afternoon with the third annual APRS National
Symposium moderated by Steve Dimse, K4HG.  The symposium was full of talks
and projects.  During the symposium yet another new mystery hardware
project was discussed.  This years was a sneak preview provided by Kenwood
to all those attending the DCC of their new mobile APRS equipped radio.
The following people spoke at the APRS Symposium.

APRSdos and TrakNet update
	Bob Bruninga, WB4APR
MacAPRS/WinAPRS Update
	Keith Sproul, WU2Z
XAPRS
	Keith Sproul, WU2Z
APRS+SA Update
	Brent Hildebrant, KH2Z
Internet and APRS
	Steve Dimse, K4HG
WinCE version
	Rob Wittner, KZ5RW
Kenwood TH-D7 Tricks, Treats, and Tragedies
	Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU
Arizona APRS
	David McCarthy, KC7AYX
APRS ICQ
	Tom Schaefer, NY4I
Microcontrollers and APRS
	Steve Bible, N7HPR
APRS Working Group Update
	John Ackermann, N8UR


The Friday Technical Seminar on HDTV by Allen Finne, KB5SQK was cancelled
at the last minute when Allen cound not attend.

Friday night saw the annual DCC social, which was sponsored by PRUG.  After
the social, PRUG presented a technical paper highlighting their current
development.  The papers focused on what had been happening with their
prototype direct-sequence radio operating in the 2.4 GHz band.  This
prototype appears to be very well designed from an experimentation point of
view.

As with past years, Saturday was split into two strands -- a paper session
and a session featuring selected topics.  As in previous years, the
selected topic strand had fewer topics with more time to present.  Four
selected topics were presented. Steve Bible, N7HPR, presented an
introduction to PICs.  Guy Story, KC5GOI, presented an overview to APRS and
discussed some of the latest happenings in the mode. Johan Forrer, KC7WW,
did an overview and current status on HF communications.  Bob Nielsen,
W6SWE, did a talk on the current status of Linux in the amateur community.
Thanks to all the selected topic speakers for taking the time to present
more in-depth materials during the DCC.

The paper sessions included the following talks:
Regulatory Issue and Update
	Dewayne Hendricks, WA8DZP
ARRL Technology Task Force & The Technology Working Group
	Rich Moseson, W2VU
Arizona Packet Radio, Past Present and Future
	Keith Justice, KF7TP & Dan Meredith, N7MRP
APRS Mic-Lite
	Bob Bruninga, WB4APR
APRS for X-Windows (Linux)
	Keith Sproul, WU2Z
Automatic Weather Bulletins via APRS
	Keith Sproul, WU2Z
APRS Generic Digipeating Satellites for HT and Mobile Satellite Communications
	Bob Bruninga, WB4APR
XML and APRS
	Steve Dimse, K4HG
APRN: Automatic Picture Relay Network and SSTV Picture Server
	Keith Sproul, WU2Z & Bob Bruninga, WB4APR
APRS Stand Alone Message Receiver
	Keith Sproul, WU2Z
Proposal for a Spread Spectrum Transponder Payload on the International
Space Station
	Matthew Ettus, N2MJI
UWB (Ultra Wide Band) Technology
	Dewayne Hendricks, WA8DZP
Status Report on TAPR 900MHz SS Radio Project
	Tom McDermott, N5EG
A Low-Cost HF Channel Simulator for Testing and Evaluating HF Digital Systems
	Johan Forrer, KC7WW
(Non Technical) Lessons to be learned from the PSK31 Phenomena
	Eduardo Jacob, EA2BAJ
A software Implementation for Federal Standard 1052 (Mil. Std. 188-110A HF
Modems)
	Robert McGwier, N4HY
A Practical Approach to Implementing HF Digital Voice in the Amateur Service
	Charles Brain, G4GUO
HamWeb and HamStation
	Dale Puckett, K0HYD


For the banquet speaker, we were very fortunate to have Geoff Baehr, N6LXA,
Chief Network Officer of Sun Microsystems.  Geoff gave a very interesting
and thought-provoking talk on the future of the Internet and networking in
general and gave some comments on the future of amateur radio.  We were
very fortunate to have Geoff attend the conference and much thanks goes to
Dewayne Hendricks, WA8DZP, for helping arrange another good banquet talk.

The Sunday morning seminar was a more time-intensive version of last year's
introductory session on PIC development.  Steve Bible, N7HPR, Steve Dimse,
K4HG, John Hansen, W2FS, and Byon Garrabrant, N6BG gave a 5 hour long
seminar on PIC development and programming issues.  They showed lots of
interesting projects and answered a lot of questions from the audience.

Thanks to all those that I missed mentioning who helped with the DCC and
I look forward to seeing you next year!
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A "Thank You" to TAPR

Kenwood Communications Corporation would like to thank each member of TAPR.
Our thanks are not only for purchasing so many of our radios, but also for
what TAPR represents to the future of the entire Amateur Radio community.
Kenwood will do it's best to listen to you for new ideas and opportunities
to help create your visions into the highest quality, state of the art,
Amateur radios made anywhere in the world.

TAPR is what Amateur radio is all about. Over the past +100 years of
Amateur radio, many things have changed. The technologies have grown and
the users needs are constantly changing. The spirit that lived within the
founders, Marconi, Maxim and others who helped to seed the imaginations for
other experimenters to design, build, and improve ideas is alive in TAPR.
Today we have a world full of wireless communications that society takes
for granted. Without Amateur experimenters we might still be only dreaming
of talking across the oceans.  We might never have heard Neil Armstrong's
famous words, "One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."
Amateurs made wireless communications what it is today!

TAPR is a special organization, of which, each of you should be proud to
belong. Your mission is clear and your goal is pure in character and
meaning. In many ways, Kenwood thinks of TAPR members as the "Green Beret"
or "Samurai" of Amateur Radio.

Don't ever forget your focus and your meaning as an organization. Thank you
for helping to keep the spirit and the fun of Amateur radio alive and well
forever.

73'

Kenwood Communications Corporation
September 24, 1999
-----
Greg Jones, WD5IVD                 Austin, Texas
wd5ivd@tapr.org      http://www.tapr.org/~wd5ivd
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